To Whom It May Concern,

Thank you for your interest in the ELPO Education & Certification Courses currently being offered. En-
closed with this letter you will find a few documents that will help familiarize you with the various courses that
are offered. | have also enclosed a brochure about the Equine Lameness Prevention Organization (ELPO)
through which this event is sponsored. The ELPO is a group that is dedicated to providing educational opportu-
nities to horse owners, farriers, veterinarians, and trainers that promote progressive treatment and prevention of
equine lameness. The organization is directed by an advisory group of equine professionals and experts that
share the same passion and goals for the future of the horse industry. As a progressive organization, the primary
focus at this time is in the field of hoof care, and more specifically the ELPO Accepted Principles and Guide-
lines for Hoof Care. We have all worked together to developed an educational format that offers training oppor-
tunities to horse enthusiasts and professionals of any le



Hold Harmless Agreement for Hoof Care Course

For the purpose of this document, the term “farrier course’ and “hoof care course” are one in the same
and defined as training in the skills and science of horse hoof care and farriery.

“Authorized personnel” shall include all those persons authorized by Equine Lameness Prevention
Organization, Inc. contracted for instruction or assistance in these courses, whether paid or volunteer.

I, the undersigned, in consideration of my willing participation in the Hoof Care Course held by the
Equine Lameness Prevention Organization, Inc. hereby agree for and bind myself, my heirs, successors,
executors, and administrators as follows:

1.

To forever release and discharge the Equine Lameness Prevention Organization Inc., (hereafter
termed “ELPO”), Equine Digit Support System, Inc., and their agencies, agents, instructors and
authorized personnel as hereinafter defined, from any and all liabilities arising out of or in
connection with the Hoof Care Course including but not limited to any liability arising out of my
training at any location used for the instruction of farriery or associated skills.

To forever release and discharge the owners, operators, agents, employees, visitors or clients of
any property, ranch or farm where the Farrier class may meet or participate as part of the Hoof
Care Course, from any and all liabilities, claims, or suits arising out of or in connection with my
participation in the hoof care course.

To indemnify and hold harmless any and all of the above from any and all claims, suits,
demands, losses, and expenses including but not limited to cost of suits, attorneys fees, and
other expenses in connection therewith which may arise out of my participation in said
training or through the use of any and all materials, equipment and facilities owned, leased, or
in the care, custody or control of the Equine Lameness Prevention Organization Inc., or their
owners, agents or agencies.

Permission is hereby granted for authorized photographers of the Equine Lameness Prevention
Organization Inc. as connected with my training to photograph my person and such
photographs may be published and/or used in promoting said courses.

[ also understand that this is a physically challenging endeavor and that there is nothing
physically wrong with me which might prevent me from taking part in these courses, nor is
there anything physically wrong with me that will be exacerbated or worsened by my
participation.

I, the undersigned, agree that [ have been given a copy of and have read the following Colorado
State Statute:

WARNING: Under Colorado Law, an equine professional is not liable for an injury to or the death of a participant in equine
activities resulting from the inherent risks of equine activities, pursuant to section 13-21-119, Colorado Revised Statutes.

Name (Print) Over 18 years of age (yes or no)?

Signed:

Date:

Please Return the White Copy to the ELPO and Retain the Yellow Copy for Your Records
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ﬂf“ www.e-hoofcare.com - support@e-hoofcare.com - (719) 372-7299
2010 Course Registration Form
Name: Date:
Address:
Address2:
City: State: Zip:
Country (if other than USA):
Phone: - - E-mail:
Occupation: ___ Farrier (Part-Time or Full-Time) ~ ___ Trimmer (Part-Time or Full-Time) Vet ~ __ Horse Owner/Other
If a Farrier/Trimmer/Vet, for how long (Experience)?: Have you been to a previous ELPO Clinic?:

Which of these Books/Videos do you own?: __ “Natural Balance Hoof Care” Book ~_ NB Hoof Trimming Video __NB Shoeing Video

Course Details:
Full Payment is Required to Reserve your Spot on the Course List.
Your name WILL NOT be placed on the list until this Registration Form is Received by the ELPO Office!

Level 1 Intro Course - Start Date: - ($50/person or $75/couple): Amount: $

Level 1 Basic Trim Course - Start Date: - ($300/person for first time): Amount:$
- ($225/person for 2nd time): Amount:$

Level 2 Adv. Trim Course - Start Date: - ($325/person for first time): Amount:$
- ($250/person for 2nd time): Amount:$

Level 3 Adv. Farrier Course - Start Date: - ($425/person for first time): Amount:$
- ($350/person for 2nd time): Amount:$

Level 4 Lameness Course - Start Date: - ($525/person for first time): Amount:$
- ($450/person for 2nd time): Amount:$

Total Amount Enclosed: $

Payment Method: __ Cash __ Check# ___ Credit Card (visa, MasterCard, Amex)

CCard# - - - Exp. Date (mmlyy): / Cwv#

(CVVH# = 3 digit number on signature panel on back)
Registration Form & Full Tuition Cost MUST BE SENT at Least 4 Weeks Prior to Course Start Date!

Mail to the Address Above or Fax Credit Card Payments to: (719) 372-7272 (Make Checks Payable to: E.L.P.O.)
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The ELPO is the only authorized organization to
" offer certifications for the hoof care science of
" Natural Balance. Through the implementation of
lhe NB Certification program, we hope to establish
a consistency and quality of excellence around the
Natural Balance Hoof Care protocol, as well as

promote the highest level of professionalism
* through our network of members. For many pro-

- fessional farriers and trimmers, the NB Certifica-

" tion represents an achievement towards a better
- understanding of foot function and biomechanics.
For others, it signifies a specialized adjunct that
- compliments additional certifications and achieve-

~ ments that highlight the necessary skills required

. to be a well rounded hoof care provider. No matter
what your motivation may be, the Natural Balance
* Certification Programs offer the opportunity to
. learn and develop practical, common sense skills
that farriers and trimmers can use on a daily basis
. to help treat and prevent lameness, as well as
* improve the overall performance in horses.

- Professionalism

The Equine Lameness Prevention Organization
is a strong advocate for the professional and ethical
_ treatment of horses. A part of the mission of the
~ ELPO and its members is to develop, apply, and
" maintain guidelines for conduct as professional
hoof care providers. These guidelines place the
health and well-being of the horse as our main
' objective, both from a soundness perspective and
in the manner in which the horse is treated. Ethical
. and professional conduct towards one’s peers and
cooperation with other hoof care professionals are
also a priority and highly encourage by the ELPO
-~ membership. By constantly striving to achieve
and maintain these standards, we hope to see
improvements in both equine soundness and
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Natural Balance Certification Programs

» LS-HMC: Live Sole - Hoof Mapping Certification
The basis for all NB Certification levels, as well as
provides lameness detection guidelines for horse owners
and frainers.

* CNBBT: Certified Natural Balance Barefoot Timmer

The 2nd Level of certification and the first opportunity to

gain membership into the ELPO. Beneficial to both Part-
Time & Full-Time Barefoot Tnmmers & Farriers.

* CNBF: Certified Natural Balance Farrier
The 3rd Level of cerification and the primary goal for *Pro-
fessional” farriers with a minimum of 1 year experience.

Information -
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* CLS: Certified Lameness Specialist
The 4th and highest level of certification currently offered.
This certification focusses on developing communication
- skills, improving vet/farrier relations, troubleshooting, and
advanced hoof evaluation & preparation techniques. This
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cerfification is sought after by professional farriers who
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treat many lame horses. \ |
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General Specifications: (View the website for all the detads)

- Each level of cerfification must be passed before you can move
on o a higher level. In some cases you may have the opportunity
1o attemnpt the Level 1, 2 & 3 certifications within the same course.

- Re-Certification is required at least every 4 years, with other
ELPO Membership requirements to be met as well.

- Centifications include both a written and practical exam at each
level, with a forging exam also included at the Level 3 certification.

1 . health, as well as success and fulfillment for hoof

5 "\ care professionals everywhere. The ELPO is a Non-Profit Corporation FrO‘chs l o na Ils m g
Ii.g: A s TA.:',
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“Dcdicatcd to vafding horse

owners, trainers, farriers, and
veterinarians with information and
education to treat and u!timai:c!g

Flrcvcnt lameness in horses...”

For those people who are lucky enough to own

3 ~ and have a relationship with a horse, the overall -

~ health and soundness of that horse is always a
concern. However, many horse owners may not
fully appreciate the importance of good hoof
health and function until they are faced with a
. lameness issue. The fact is that the number of
~ horses and horse owners is constantly growing,

- yet the amount of space available for the horses
~ to live in is rapidly decreasing. This fact is par-
tially responsible for the increase in the number
- ofhoofrelated lameness cases over the last 20 to
" 30 years. One goal of the Equine Lameness Pre-
~ vention Organization is to offer education and

* information to horse owners and equine health
. care professionals on ways to better manage the

. hoof care and health care needs of our domestic

© equine friends. With the assistance of practicing
veterinarians, farriers, and other equine profes-
sionals, the ELPO is developing some practical
" and common sense guidelines for managing
. horses in a variety of environments and living
. situations. At the same time, with assistance

. from the ELPO members and the scientific com-

munity, we hope to gather meaningful research
~  data that will offer support and direction for
* current and future hoof care programs . Through
- these combined efforts, we hope that the ELPO
and other organization like this will be able to

~ offer comprehensive guidelines to assist hoof

* care providers in the treatment of equine pathol-
* ogies, and ultimately help prevent lameness
problems from occurring in the first place.

[ ducation

The Equine Lameness Prevention Organiza-
tion uses an assortment of methods to assist in
the education process, which include:

* Lectures & Demonstrations
* Workshops

* Hands-On Clinics

* Educational Books & Videos
* Online Website & Video

The information that is gathered, processed,
and distributed by the ELPO comes from several
leading experts in the farrier and veterinary
community, and is backed by practical applica-
tions that offer proven results. The Equine
Lameness Prevention Organization has set up a
variety of educational courses that are directed
at, and formulated for people that have different
levels of involvement in the care of horse’s feet.
We offer 1 day workshops for horse owners that
cover some basic information in lay-person’s
terms that can help them spot early warning
signs of issues that lead to lameness, as well as
ways to deal with current pathologies. For the
horse owner that is interested in getting more
details and some hands-on experience in caring
for their horse’s feet, we offer basic hoof
trimming courses that can give them the tools
necessary to do light trimming maintenance.
For the professional hoof trimmer and farrier,
the ELPO offers complete hoof trimming
courses and advanced farrier courses that
provide detailed training on the Natural Balance
Hoof Care protocol. Along with the education
offered through these higher level courses, pro-
fessional hoof trimmers and farriers can elect to
take exams for the various Natural Balance cer-
tifications offered by the Equine Lameness Pre-
vention Organization.

|nformation

The Equine Lameness Prevention Organiza- =

active membership made up of veterinarians,
professional farriers, and educators. Everyone

that is involved in the ELPO has knowledge,

expertise, and experiences that can-be of assis-
tance to horse owners and other equine profes-

sionals. One goal of the ELPO is to help gather =
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this information and make it available to "~

everyone who is interested or in need. As the

membership has grown and evolved, the Equine

Lameness Prevention Organization has, and will
continue to be a leading resource for useful

information on equine hoof health and function.

Research

For many hoof care providers, scientific
support for various protocols is necessary to be
considered wvalid, and therefore feasible
approaches to hoof care. For others, scientific
support doesn’t mean much if they can see mea-
surable and repeatable results, and the health

and well-being of the horse is improved. The =
ELPO is involved in both developing practical |

protocols for hoof care, as well as supporting

these protocols with scientific scrutiny & accep- =

tance. Many of the ELPO members are actively
engaged in research projects of all levels. Many

projects start out as simple case studies or practi- =~
cal field studies that will later develop intd more

controlled scientific research projects. Each
ELPO member is encouraged to conduct at least

3 case studies per year to both improve their

observation and evaluation skills, as well as i
gather comprehensive data that will guide future

resecarch efforts,






